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BASIC THEMES IN PRESENTING THE RESOLUTION 

We confront a serious and continuing crisis in Southeast Asia 
in which our objective is to preserve and restore the peace through getting 
Nort Vietnam and Communist China to let their neighbors alone. We 
have no wider objective. 

The basic decision that the Congress is asked to support is that 
the US should employ all necessary measures to prevent the spread of 
Communist influence in Southeast Asia. 

In the coming months, we shall be seeking to achieve our ends 
by a combination of assistance to the Government of South Vietnam and 
negotiation in respect to Laos. At any time, developments in either South 
Vietnam or Laos may force us to consider limited forms of military action 
so as to make progress in South Vietnam and to keep Laos negotiations 


moving forward. 

The situation is unlike any past crisis in which the Congress has 
enacted similar Congressional Resolutions. It is more serious and 
imminent than the situation that accompanied the Middle East Resolution 
of 1955, but at the s am e time less immediately critical than the Cuba 
situation at the time of the Congressional Resolution of October 1962. But 
the essential basis of seeking Congressional support in the form of a 
is the same -- that there is a continuing crisis and that the 
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hand of the Executive must be strengthened and given all flexibility by 
an emphatic statement of Congressional support. 

The fact that this is an election year makes such an affirmation 
of extra importance. Over the next six months, we shall be engaged in 
continuing political debate and in certain fixed political events, notably 
the Conventions, that will affect the availability of the Congress. 'More- 
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In this situation, the Communist side must be convinced that 
America means business. We believe that our actions to date have had 
considerable impact in this direction. But in the absence of a Congressional 
declaration of support there is a serious danger that the Communist side 
would assume that the US is unlikely to. act firmly during election year. 

Any real or assumed irresolution on the part of the United States may well 
encourage further aggressive acts or refusal to accept reasonable negotiating 
proposals, and thus make necessary more serious US military measures. 

We must also give the nations of the area clear evidence of 
our determination. Af Congressional Resolution should raise their morale 
and make less likely any deterioration of their internal situations that 
would make US military action more necessary or drastic than otherwise. 
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The nation's vital interest in Asia will not be enhanceiT"by 
speculation on possible actions in Soutiiea^t-Asi^^Successful action \ 
in the area demands a flexible and carefully controlled strategy. ^ 

Even during the election period, the President will consult 
regularly with Congressional leadership. He has no desire for a blank 
check, but neither does he wish to ignore the realities ahead during an 
election period. 
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